[Organization Letterhead]
April  2020

Assembly Member Al Muratsuchi

State Capitol, P.O. Box 942849
Room 2179
Sacramento, CA 94249-0066
(916) 319-2066 

RE:  AB 345 (Muratsuchi)  Environmental Justice : Oil and Gas: Regulations – SUPPORT
Dear Assembly Member Muratsuchi,
[Organization] expresses our support for your Assembly Bill 345, which would require a minimum setback distance between oil and gas production activities and the public, to lessen exposures to toxic pollution and ill health consequences. Impacts would be also beneficial towards California SB 32 greenhouse gas emissions targets and climate change mitigation. 
[Organization description]
AB 345 would require a 2,500 feet minimum setback distance between oil and gas production activities and sensitive receptors such as schools, childcare facilities, playgrounds, residences, hospitals, and health clinics. About 1.8 million Southern Californians living and working within the proposed setback zone, are exposed to the highest levels of environmental pollution in the state, and 92% of the individuals are people of color. In particular, African Americans, 12.7% of the U.S. population, as of 4/05/20, account for more than 40% of COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. where the race of victims has been made publicly known.
Oil and gas extraction produces toxic air pollutants, including volatile organic compounds (VOCs), fine particulate matter (PM), and hydrogen sulfide. Human health impacts include increased risks of asthma, pneumonia, and other respiratory illnesses, pre-term births, high-risk pregnancies, infant mortality, cancer, skin-related hospitalizations, and other general health symptoms. Furthermore, an alarming new Harvard study concluded: “A small increase in long-term exposure to PM2.5 (fine particulate matter) leads to a large increase in COVID-19 death rate, with the magnitude of increase 20 times that observed for PM2.5 and all-cause mortality”. 
AB 345 would be also contributory towards mitigating climate change and greenhouse gas emissions. According the United Nations, the world's top fossil fuel-producing nations are on track to extract enough oil, gas and coal to produce about 50% more fossil fuels by 2030, than would be compatible with keeping global warming under 2 degrees Celsius, presuming that 80% of already accessible fossil fuels must stay in the ground. This effectively means no major new fossil fuel projects, and phasing out existing fossil fuel production. Climate consequences would include worsening droughts, record setting heat waves, extreme weather events, unprecedented wild fires, accelerating sea level rise, wreaking havoc on hundreds of millions of lives and livelihoods around the world.
The United States currently produces more oil and gas than any other country. The US regulatory agenda for 2020 includes plans for removing more obstacles to fossil fuel production, rolling back policies designed to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, working to fast-track pipelines and drilling, and ramping up shale oil production by reversing rules for fracking operations on public lands. Big increases in the amount of methane entering the global atmosphere occurred at the same time as the use of fracking for shale gas took off in the US. Methane is over 80 times more potent than carbon dioxide as a GHG. 
AB 345 would halt the production from 9,835 active wells that fall within the 2,500’ setback distance, representing an approximate 13.1% decline of 21 million of the 161.3 million barrels of oil that were produced in California in 2019. AB 345 would represent a modest step towards California's meeting the urgent call to help “keep it in the ground” for climate mitigation, and also be in step with California's 2016 SB 32 stated mandate to reduce GHG emissions to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030.

AB 345 would forego an approximate 13.1% of annual California oil production, in favor of the arguably more important curtailment of further cumulative long term ill health consequences, now exacerbated by Covid-19, to the 1.8 million California residents living and working within the setback zone. AB 345 finally would affirm that these lives matter. 

In 2019, AB 345 had broad support among at least 37 grassroots organizations. However, given the influence and persuasion of California oil industry’s main lobbying group, the Western States Petroleum Association, getting AB 345 through the California Legislature had been and will be daunting. However, given the greater importance and urgency of both Environmental Justice and Climate Justice benefits, the time for AB 345 is now.

Sincerely,
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