
 

 

 

   

 

 

April 3, 2020 

Secretary Wade Crowfoot  
California Natural Resources Agency 
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Director David Shabazian 
California Department of Conservation 
801 K Street, MS 24-01 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Supervisor Uduak-Joe Ntuk 
California Geologic Energy Management Division 
801 K Street, MS 24-01 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re: Urgent Need to Resist Rollbacks and Move Forward with Oil/Gas Health and Safety Regulations 

Dear Secretary Crowfoot, Director Shabazian, and Supervisor Ntuk: 

We understand that California is facing an unprecedented public health crisis, and that many 
people are experiencing extreme hardship from healthcare to economic impacts due to COVID-19. But 
during this difficult time, and on behalf of the undersigned organizations, we write regarding the need to 



 

move forward expeditiously on oil/gas health and safety regulations while ensuring that we do not roll 
back any current oil/gas regulations and protections.  

Oil/gas producing areas of the state continue to face daily health and safety impacts from 
neighborhood drilling. Residents near oil/gas production sites are especially at risk during the State’s 
mandatory shelter-in-place order due to the increased time Californians are spending in their homes. 
With school and daycare closures, children are forced to play, learn, and sleep in residences that are 
dangerously close to drilling operations. Oil and gas operations have been classified as essential services, 
and despite the rapid decline in demand and oil prices, operations continue to pump. Health 
professionals are increasingly spreading the alarm that children with asthma who live near heavy air 
pollution face greater risk from coronavirus.  Research finds that children faced with asthma, air 1

pollution exposure, and coronavirus are likely to experience more wheezing and difficulty breathing and 
to require hospitalization. Research also indicates that long-term exposure to air pollution could make 
the virus more deadly. Our state’s oil/gas regions are located in areas with the highest rates of childhood 
asthma and worst air quality. We must move quickly to reduce the pollution burden from oil and gas 
drilling and other pollution sources to minimize the threat of coronavirus on children and other sensitive 
populations. 

In light of the health emergency upon us, it is critical that we resist any effort to roll back 
existing protection and regulations, while advancing health and safety regulations to reduce exposure 
to pollution and other negative impacts from neighborhood drilling. California must resist any industry 
attempts to take advantage of our current crisis by rejecting all requests to loosen, rollback, delay or 
pause efforts to adopt regulations that protect the health and safety of California residents. The health 
of millions of low-income and at-risk Californians, many of whom already bear the brunt of living in 
California’s most polluted areas, relies on you moving as expeditiously as possible on regulations to 
address the health and safety near oil/gas production sites.  

CalGEM has publicly stated its intent to adopt health and safety regulations by 2021 and to have 
draft regulations available for review by as early as this summer. If these regulations get behind 
schedule, the benefits of the regulations on disadvantaged communities that make up a 
disproportionate share of regions impacted by oil/gas development will be delayed. These same 
communities will suffer most from the health and economic harm from our current pandemic crisis. We 
understand this will be a difficult challenge to overcome. But the solution to the COVID-19 public health 
crisis is not to pause efforts in addressing another public health crisis. Communities who have been 
harmed by neighborhood drilling for decades are relying on CalGEM in these difficult times to continue 
course on delivering the promises you made. Moreover, California has an opportunity to create new 
jobs in orphan well closure and site remediation that may flow from well-designed regulations. 

We understand that, consistent with recommendations from the California Department of 
Public Health, CalGEM has cancelled six early input in-person community meetings. We also understand 
that CalGEM is looking for alternative ways to allow affected community members to provide input and 
may extend the initial comment deadline from April 10 to May 1. In the interest of facilitating 
meaningful community engagement, we agree that such a modest, three-week extension of the initial 

1 Kristina Marusic, Environmental Health News, “Kids with asthma who live near heavy air pollution face 

greater risk from coronavirus” available at  
 https://www.ehn.org/children-asthma-coronavirus-2645618537.html?rebelltitem=1#rebelltitem1 



 

comment period is appropriate. However, in light of the daily health and safety impacts faced by these 
residents, CalGEM should not otherwise delay its development of long overdue protections. Given the 
importance of these issues for communities’ health, it is essential that CalGEM do everything it can to 
maximize transparent, inclusive and meaningful community engagement despite current limitations on 
in-person convenings. We look forward to collaborating with the Division on evolving community 
engagement methods and will work with the agency to facilitate public participation to the maximum 
extent possible. Moreover, we fully expect that CalGEM will hold a series of in-person public hearings at 
a later stage in this process after the shelter-in-place orders have been removed, with sufficient 
advanced public notification and time for communities to adjust to an environment where public 
gatherings once again feel safe to attend.  

We appreciate your commitment to adopt health and safety regulations and all the staff from 
CalGEM that continue to work hard even in these adverse times.  

Sincerely, 

Ingrid Brostrom 
Voices in Solidarity Against Oil in Neighborhoods (VISION) 
 
Juan Flores 
Center on Race, Poverty & the Environment 
 
Mad Stano  
California Environmental Justice Alliance 
 
Bahram Fazeli 
Communities for a Better Environment 
 
Nayamin Martinez 
Central California Environmental Justice Network 
 
Martha Arguello 
Physicians for Social Responsibility - Los Angeles 
 
Catherine Garoupa White 
Central Valley Air Quality Coalition 
 
Kevin Hamilton 
Central California Asthma Collaborative  
 
Eric Romann 
STAND-LA 
 
Lauren Cullum 
Sierra Club California 
 
Colin O-Brien 
Earthjustice 



 

 
Brian Nowicki 
Center for Biological Diversity 
 
Arnold Sowell 
NextGen California 
 
Melissa Romero 
California League of Conservation Voters 
 
Julia Jordan 
Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability 
 
Caroline Henderson 
Greenpeace USA 
 
Bill Magavern 
Coalition for Clean Air 
 
Matt Leonard 
350.org 
 
Jack Eidt 
SoCal 350 
 
Joyce Lane 
San Diego 350 
 
Kathy Dervin 
350 Bay Area Action 
 
Nicole Kemeny 
350 Silicon Valley 
 
Kobi Naseck 
Sunrise Bay Area 
 
Mary Zieser 
Stand.earth 
 
Juan Altamirano 
Audubon California  
 
Shoshana Wechsler 
Sunflower Alliance 
 
David Braun 
Rootskeeper 



 

 
Jennifer Krill 
Earthworks 
 
Sandy Naranjo 
Mothers Out Front 
 
Analise Rivero 
Defenders of Wildlife 
 
Chuck Mills 
California ReLeaf 
 
Evan Minton 
Voices for Progress 
 
Bill Allayaud 
Environmental Working Group 
 
Jayla Burton 
Breast Cancer Action 
 
Sandy Emerson 
Fossil Free California 
 
Matthew Baker 
Planning and Conservation League 
 
Dianna Cohen 
Plastic Pollution Coalition 
 
Christopher Chin 
The Center for Oceanic Awareness, Research, and Education (COARE) 
 
Anna Cummins 
The 5 Gyres Institute 
 
Leslie Mintz Tamminen  
Seventh Generation Advisors 
 
Jesus Alonso 
Clean Water Action 
 
Tara Messing 
Environmental Defense Center 
 
Katherine O'Dea 
Save Our Shores 



 

 
Mati Waiya 
Wishtoyo Chumash Foundation 
 
Samual Molina 
Mi Familia Vota 
 
Rosanna Esparza, PhD 
Gerontologist 


