Re:  SB 667 (Hueso) Greenhouse Gases: Recycling infrastructure and Facilities (GGRF) – SUPPORT
The Northern California Recycling Association (NCRA) would like to express our support for SB 667, which would facilitate strategies to fund organic waste diversion and recycling infrastructure, and support technological development, in order to meet specified targets.
California is facing a crisis due to a lack of infrastructure for local jurisdictions to meet our solid and organic waste diversion goals.  By 2020, Californians must dispose of no more than 2.7 pounds per day in order to meet the statewide 75% recycling goals. That’s a reduction of almost 24 million tons per year. The lack of organic waste infrastructure is only one part of the equation.

 In 2018, China enacted strict contamination limits and an import ban on various types of solid waste, plastics and unsorted mixed papers. This has led to the stockpiling of materials at solid waste and recycling facilities in California.  California needs to invest in domestic markets as well as partner with local and private entities to address this crisis. 

SB 667 would establish the Organic Waste Diversion and Infrastructure Investment Act of 2019. Through this strategy, California can develop the infrastructure necessary to properly manage all of our discarded materials as our recycling needs increase.  This Act includes the following:

· Expands the purposes of the California Alternative Energy and Advanced Transportation Financing Authority Act to include providing alternative financing for the development of organic waste diversion technologies and infrastructure. 

· Requires CalRecycle to develop a five-year Investment Strategy to drive innovation and support technological development and infrastructure in order to meet the organic waste reduction targets and recycling goals. 

· Requires the Investment Strategy to assess the amount of money needed to build the infrastructure necessary to achieve methane emission reduction goals that include targets to reduce the landfill disposal of organic waste of 50% by 2020 and 75% by 2025 from the 2014 level. 

· Requires the Investment Strategy to identify priorities and strategies for financial incentive mechanisms to help achieve organic waste reduction targets and recycling goals. 

· Requires CalRecycle, in coordination with the Treasurer and the California Pollution Control Financing Authority (CPCFA) to develop financial incentive mechanisms, to fund organic waste diversion and recycling infrastructure. 

· Requires the CPCFA, in consultation with CalRecycle, to ensure that a recipient of a financial incentive leverages local, state, federal, and private funding sources to maximize investment in organic waste diversion and recycling infrastructure, to prioritize projects that have multiple or maximize benefits while minimizing negative consequences to disadvantaged and low-income communities, and to support a diverse set of projects. 

· Requires the Treasurer to coordinate with the States of Nevada, Oregon, and Washington on infrastructure financing to support regional recycling needs, support development of interstate recycling infrastructure, and support markets for recyclable materials. 
For these reasons NCRA strongly supports SB 667, and we respectfully urge an AYE vote from among you and your Assembly Appropriations Committee colleagues.
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