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Founded in 1977, Californians Against Waste is a non-profit 
environmental research and advocacy organization that 

identifies, develops, promotes, and monitors policy 
solutions to pollution and conservation problems posing a 

threat to public health and the environment. 
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20% Food Recovery

Sign Up for Updates:
calrecycle.ca.gov/Climate/SLCP



Opportunities

Challenges



AB 1219 (Eggman) 
CA Good Samaritan Food 
Donation Act

Strengthens protections for 
food donors to reduce fear of 
liability, which is still a major 
barrier to food donation.

Recent Food Waste Bills



AB 1219
California Good Samaritan 

Food Donation Act
Changed existing standards

-From “negligence or a willful act” to “gross negligence or intentional 
misconduct” 
-“Good faith evaluation that food is wholesome”

Clarified what is protected
-Past the sell-by date
-Donations made directly to end-users
-Gleaners and schools

Created new education & outreach program
-Health inspectors required to promote donation and educate donors on 
Good Samaritan protections in course of regular activity



Recent Food Waste Bills
AB 954 (Chiu) 
Uniform Food Date Labels

Promote the adoption of uniform 
date label phrasing to reduce 
consumer confusion.



SB 557 (Hernandez)
Donation of Food from
School Share Tables

Updates Ca Education Code to 
allow schools to donate food 
items to food banks that have 
been served and placed on 
share tables.
(Sponsored by LAUSD)

Recent Food Waste Bills



Feeding People First
(Reduce & Reuse, then Recycle)



AB 1826 (Wes Chesbro, 2014)
Requires businesses to recycle or donate their organic waste



April 2016 – 8 Cubic Yards Organic Waste

Jan 2017 – 4 Cubic Yards Organic Waste

Jan 2019 – 4 Cubic Yards Solid Waste
(All AB 341 Businesses)

> Jan 2020 – 2 Cubic Yards Solid Waste 
(CalRecycle Determination)

AB 1826 Generator Timeline



Self-haul to a recycler
or recycle on site

Sell or donate

Subscribe to separate 
collection service

Mixed-waste processing that 
targets organics



California Climate Investments 
AKA “Cap-and-Trade Funding” / “Greenhouse Gas Reduction Funds”

CalRecycle Funding ’14 - ’15 ’15 – ’16 ‘16 – ‘17 ‘17-’18 ‘18-’19
Governor’s Proposal $30 $60 $100 - $20
Assembly Proposal $30 $75 $100 - $40

Senate Proposal $5 $10 $50 - $20

Final Allocated $25 $5 $40 $40 $25

2017/2018 Funding
Organics Grants $33.5 Million
Food Waste Prevention $4.4 Million
Recycled 
Manufacturing 
(Glass, Fiber, Plastic)

$0

Admin $2 Million
CalRecycle Total $40 Million



California Climate Investments 
Two Sources of Funding for Food Recovery

2017/18 Cycle

$33.5 million for organics 
recycling projects. 
• Extra points for partnering with food 

recovery orgs.

$4.4 million directly for food 
recovery. 



Contact: 
melissaromero@cawrecycles.org


