
 [image: image1.jpg]G@’ NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
&Y RECYCLING ASSOCIATION




September 5, 2018

The Honorable Governor Edmund G. Brown

C/o State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814
Fax: (916) 558-3160
Re: SB 1422 (Portantino) Microplastics in Drinking Water Reporting – Request for Signature
Dear Governor Brown,

NCRA would like to express our support for SB 1422, which would require annual testing for the presence of microplastics in drinking water and the public disclosure of test results. The public has a right to know if they are ingesting plastic.
The Northern California Recycling Association (NCRA) is a non-profit organization founded in 1978, primarily to promote environmentally sound discards management practices, including waste reduction, reuse, recycling, and composting.  Our 270 members include recycling businesses, employees, entrepreneurs, and individuals supportive of various Bay Area and State Zero Waste initiatives. 

Recent research has shown that microfibers, a subcategory of microplastic consisting of plastic fibers which shed from synthetic fabric during regular washing, have emerged as a unique and widespread source of plastic pollution. According to the International Union for Conservation of Nature, close to two-thirds of global releases of microplastics into the world’s oceans can be attributed to the washing of synthetic textiles.
 Washing machines and wastewater treatment plants aren’t designed to filter out microfibers, and as a result microfibers are being released into waterways at an alarming rate. These synthetic materials don’t biodegrade and persist in the environment for long periods of time.

In one study, it was found that garments made from synthetic material can shed up to 1,900 microfibers per wash in a washing machine. 
 In another wash experiment which tested microfiber shedding of garments of different ages and materials, it was found that between 705 mg to 1,286 mg of microfibers are shed per wash from a single jacket made from synthetic material.
 A study which examined the mass, abundance, and size of microfibers present in washing machine effluent, it was found that more than 700,000 microscopic plastic fibers could be released into wastewater during each load of laundry using a domestic washing machine.
 

In a survey that compared 150 tap water samples from both large cities and small towns on five continents, microscopic plastic fibers were found in nearly every sample. 94% of the water samples from the United States contained plastic microfibers.
 

Microfiber pollution isn’t unique to just tap water, two recent studies have shown that microplastics are present in bottled water as well. One study found that 19 out of 20 bottled water brands analyzed were contaminated with microplastics mostly consisting of fibers, and another study done by the University of New York at Fredonia found that 93% of bottled water is contaminated with microplastics. 

Research on the presence of anthropogenic debris in seafood being sold for human consumption in California found that 25% of individual fish and 33% of shellfish contained plastic in their guts. Of the debris found within the fish and shellfish sampled, 80% of the total debris in fish and 100% of debris found in shellfish were microfibers from textiles.
 This raises important questions about the bioaccumulation and biomagnification of chemicals from plastic microfibers and the potential consequences for human health. 

Consumers have a right to know what they are ingesting and SB 1422 will provide useful data on the presence of microplastics in drinking water. This bill will provide the public with information on the sources and ultimate destinations of plastic pollution.

At the end of August, SB 1422 passed the State Assembly Floor by a vote of 74 Ayes, 1 No, and passed the Senate Floor by 34 Ayes and 2 Noes. 

It is among these reasons that NCRA supports SB 1422, and we respectfully request you to sign this important bill.
Sincerely,


K. D. Brooms 
John Moore
K. Douglas Brooms

John Moore

NCRA Board of Directors, Co-Chairs Zero Waste Advocacy Committee

Laura McKaughan
Laura McKaughan, President

NCRA Board of Directors

Cc: Senator Portantino, Fax: 916-319-2
PO Box 5581, Berkeley, CA  94705

Phone 510-217-2433

ncra@ncrarecycles.org  

www.ncrarecycles.org  
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