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Two Part Project:

The making of a policy to 
reduce single use plastics

ReThink Disposable 
Community



Public Focus on “Straws-on-Request”

Styrofoam Food Service Ware 
(2008)

Disposable Food Service Ware 
(2017)
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“Compostable” vs. Compostable

Exhibits 
used for 
ordinance
language 
definitions



Public Hearing
9/19/17
Public Works Director Liam Garland

Jar of 326 plastic straws collected on 

Coastal Cleanup Day 2017



2017 Ordinance Language:



ReThink Disposable
STOP WASTE BEFORE IT STARTS



Unpackaging a Bay Area Community Demo Project
• Selected the City of Alameda for the pilot 

• 100 certified ReThink Disposable Business goal in two concentrated trash 
impaired commercial districts

• On-land litter assessment with brand audit pre and post project intervention

• Engage the local business community

• Build a team of ReThink Disposable Ambassadors comprised of student interns 
and community volunteers

• Local Government Engagement: update city’s EP3 for SUDs source reduction in 
government facilities and events 

• Communications: Public Outreach and Business Recognition 





ReThink Disposable Business Certification 
• 124 food businesses touched

• 9 businesses certified

• 26 more signed up and in process  



On Land Litter Monitoring with Brand Audit: 
Baseline Fall 2017 

•Park Street (DABA)
•22 volunteers 
•2 data collection events 
•700 pieces characterized 
•Litterati app used for data analysis





Unpackaging Alameda’s City Departments



Questions?
Kerry Parker

Alameda Public Works
kparker@alamedaca.gov

Samantha Sommer
Clean Water Action

ssommer@cleanwater.org


