
Diapers and the 
Waste Stream



Commercial Consumer



What percent of the 
consumer waste stream 

do diapers occupy? 





Alternatives to
Single Use Diapers



Cotton
Diapers

Compost
Diapers

or both!



Barriers to Valuing 
Cotton Diapers as a 

Simple Reuse Solution



1. Selective denouncing of cotton as a valid reuse product.

2. Selective use of facts to decrease the perception that 
diapers are a significant part of the consumer waste 
stream.

3. The disposal costs of single use diapers is shared by all, 
even those who are not users.

4. Unwillingness to consider the extra effort in using cotton as 
extra love.

5. False convenience that comes from single use diapers 
where parents feel they can change the diaper less often.

6. Single use diapers are often sold as a loss leader to get 
people in the store.
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