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Edible food is wasted and 
people are hungry



Wasted Food Ecosystem in Alameda County



72-115 million pounds are 
wasted annually in Alameda County



113 million additional pounds are 
needed to feed hungry people



5-6 million pounds are recovered annually



SB 1383 requires 20% of edible food to be 
recovered from landfills by 2025

CalRecycle:
• workshops  on  proposed regulations

• Food Waste Recovery Grant $5 M
 



We need to triple current rates of recovery



Why isn’t more recovered?



▪ Lack of awareness
▪ Varies by food type
▪ Inadequate data
▪ Limited adoption of new models 

&  new technologies 
▪ Secondary markets inadequate
▪ Animal feeding limited
▪ Schools resources constrained
▪ Policies create barriers



Menu of 
Recommendations 
  ~ Education + Data
  ~Policy
  ~Logistics + Infrastructure



Over forty potential strategies 
on the menu

Appetizers ~ lighter touch, lower investment
Small Plates ~ more intensive level of investment
Large Plates ~ highest level of investment



Education + Data  Example

Create, maintain, distribute and publicize a 
donation and prevention guide, highlighting 
information and resources. Leverage business 
improvement districts, merchant associations, 
farmers’ markets, small business assistance 
centers, service providers and site inspectors to 
reach food generators. 



Policy Example

Adopt policies that allow/encourage 
non-profits to re-purpose recovered 
food and sell it for cash to subsidize 
their operations 



Logistics + Infrastructure 
Example

Develop more capacity within food pantries to 
handle bulk prepared foods 



  
  Hungry for more?

  Coming soon…

  NCRA wasted food report

  www.ncrarecycles.org 

http://www.ncrarecycles.org

