
California Recycling Legislation: 
Legislative Update & What to Expect

Melissa Romero, Policy Associate



Founded in 1977, Californians Against Waste is a non-profit 
environmental research and advocacy organization that 

identifies, develops, promotes and monitors policy 
solutions to pollution and conservation problems posing a 

threat to public health and 
the environment. 
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Thank you NCRA!

Video by:



AB 341 (Chesbro, ’11)

AB 1826 (Chesbro, ‘14) 

AB 1594 (Williams, ‘14)

AB 876 (McCarty, ‘15) 

AB 1045 (Irwin, ‘15)

AB 199 (Eggman, ‘15)

SB 1383 (Lara, ‘16)

Infrastructure Funding
Market Development

Implementing Organics Policies



AB 341 (Chesbro, 2011)
75% Source Reduction, Recycling, and 
Composting by 2020- Currently stagnant at 
50%

AB 1826 (Chesbro, 2014) 
Businesses required to recycle or 

donate their organic waste

AB 1594 (Williams, 2014) 
Diversion credit for greenwaste Alternative 
Daily Cover (ADC) phased out by 2020 

AB 876 (McCarty, 2015)
Local governments must plan 

for composting organics- 15 year plan



•April 2016 – 8 Cubic Yards Organic Waste
•Jan 2017 – 4 Cubic Yards Organic Waste
•Jan 2019 – 4 Cubic Yards Solid Waste

(All AB 341 Businesses)
•> Jan 2020 – 2 Cubic Yards Solid Waste 

(CalRecycle Determination)

Commercial Organics Mandate Phases



SB 1383 (Lara, 2016)
Short-Lived Climate Pollutants 

(aka “Super Pollutants”)





Getting to 75% by 2025
We won’t get there without a 

mandatory, enforceable, universal 
organics program with teeth.

Sign-up, attend, speak-up!

calrecycle.ca.gov/Climate/SLCP



Implementing Other Recent 
Legislation

• SB 254 (Hancock, 2013) 
• Mattress Recycling

• AB 1343 (Huffman, 2010) 
• Paint Recycling

• AB 2398 (Perez, 2010) 
• Carpet Recycling



New Bills
Introduced this Year



AB 1288 (Eggman) New Statewide Organics Funding?

Options:

Increase State Tip Fee Surcharge
• Known entity for stakeholders
• Can be implemented quickly

New Generator Fee 
• Per-household charge (or 

household-equivalent)
• Directly on generators, bypasses 

Prop 218 process
• Haulers/local governments 

collecting “for the state”



Banning Foam Takeout Containers

•SB 705 (Allen)

•AB 1594 (Bloom)



• AB 954 (Chiu) Food Date 
Labels
• This bill is supports the 

widespread use of new 
voluntary standards adopted 
by industry.

Food Waste Bills

• AB 1219 (Eggman) CA Good 
Samaritan Food Donation 
Act
• Strengthens existing laws 

which protect food donors in 
order to encourage more 
donations.



Other CAW Bills
• AB 1036 (McCarty)

• Build on AB 1045 by addressing 
specific regulatory barriers to 
permitting compost facilities.

• AB 509 (Frazier)
• Creates the Tire Recycling 

Incentive Program to help 
expand the state’s tire recycling 
infrastructure.



Other Priority Legislation

• AB 1158 (Chu) 
• Fixing the carpet stewardship 

program.
• Sponsored by CPSC.

• AB 319 (Stone)
• "Leash the lid"-requires 

tethering bottle caps to 
bottles. 

• Medical Needles



California Climate Investments 
AKA “Cap-and-Trade Funding” / “Greenhouse Gas Reduction 

Funds”

2016/2017 Funding

Organics Grants $24 Million

Food Waste Prevention $5 Million

Recycled Manufacturing 
(Glass, Fiber, Plastic)

$9 Million

Admin $2 Million

CalRecycle Total $40 Million

CalRecycle Funding ’14 - ’15 ’15 – ’16 ‘16 – ‘17

Governor’s Proposal $30 $60 $100

Assembly Proposal $30 $75 $100

Senate Proposal $5 $10 $50

Final Allocated $25 $5 $40



CA Healthy Soils Initiative
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