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First, I want to thank you for having me here today.  

In these short 8 minutes, I will give you a high level overview of where the US is on producer responsibility for several products including packaging, how previous attempts to harmonize EPR in the US have failed and why, drivers for EPR is being considered for packaging, the challenges to harmonization of EPR policy the US has that are unique, and our options to go forward which will either greatly increase or decrease the amount of harmonization that will occur.  I might even make a prediction….

But before I get into that, let me explain who the CPSC is and how we fit in the US policy making process.

Our council is the largest, most active council in the US. CA has 40 million people and is 12% of the US market share – we are the big gorilla

We are a coalition of local governments, businesses, NGO’s and individuals working to bring EPR policy to California for problem product waste. We began convening in Spring of 2006 in response to the Universal Waste Disposal Ban (Lamps, batteries, e-waste).  The intent of the U-waste ban was good, but the consequences of this unfunded mandate are significant, particularly for local government, their taxpayers and rate payers. We think Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) or a non-legislated version we call Product Stewardsihp is a better way to address problematic products like packaging.  

In four years, CPSC has facilitated the adoption of 114 local government resolutions in support of EPR policy as well as adoption of EPR policy support from the three statewide government associations.  We were also drafted the resolution that was adopted by the US Conference of Mayors.

On the business side, we have several national partners, and include Staples, two national waste haulers Republic, Recology –  and the national manufacturing organization Reusable Packaging Association is a partner.  

We also have partnerships with national NGO’s like the Sierra Club and the Electronics Take-Back Coalition.   

Our focus is on hazardous products first, but I will explain later why packaging is becoming a big issue in CA and the US which has led us to become educated and engaged on the subject.




CPSC Celebrates Our 
10th Birthday 9/2017!



CPSC Mission – Goals of EPR

To shift California’s product waste 
management system from one focused on 

government funded and ratepayer financed 
waste diversion to one that relies on producer 

responsibility in order to reduce public costs and 
drive improvements in product design that 

promote environmental sustainability.
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[click] CPSC’s mission is straightforward: (pause 5 seconds to let people read slide)

Someone once said, ‘Insanity is doing the same thing over and over again but expecting a different result.” 

Some reasons we’re so committed to this mission:

Landfill bans don’t work
Privatizing profit and socializing costs is economically unsustainable
The free market is broken – we need to internalize costs which have been externalized – we need the market to send the lifecycle cost signals to the consumers for the free market to work and stay in balance
Local governments cannot manage every product placed on the free market cost effectiely!



CPSC Board and Organization

• 14 Member Board:  
– 3 of 14 are private sector members

Doug Kobold, County of Sacramento Gretchen Olsen, Stockton
Chair Vice-Chair

Lynn France, City of Chula Vista Kristina Miller, City of Corning 
Secretary Treasurer

Executive Committee

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Heidi presents this forward...



CPSC Board and Organization

Julie Bryant Colleen Foster
City and County of San Francisco City of Oceanside
Department of the Environment

Josh Simpson Bahman Hajialiakbar
Kamps Propane County of Los Angeles

Department of Public Works

Board Members
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CPSC Board and Organization

Kreigh Hampel Debra Kaufman
City of Burbank StopWaste
Public Works Department

Wes Nelson Eric Potashner
Green Waste Carpet Recycling Recology

Board Members
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CPSC Board and Organization

Antonia Graham Steve Rodowick
City of Huntington Beach County of Butte 
Acting Assistant to the City Manager & Recycling Coordinator
Energy & Sustainability Project Manager

Appointed in October 2016!
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Gold Partners

• California Refuse Recycling Council
• California Resource Recovery Association
• Green Cities California
• Waste Connections, Inc.

CPSC Partners (11/17/16)

Platinum Partners

• Edgar Institute
• Recology



CPSC Partners (11/17/16)

Silver Partners

• CalRecycle*
• Carton Council
• Kamps Propane
• Product Care Association

Bronze Partners

• Ecology Action 
• Los Angeles Fiber
• Peninsula Packaging Company, LLC
• Potential Industries Inc.
• Zanker Recycling

* CalRecycle has not signed the CPSC Pledge, since this would be inappropriate for a State agency, but is a partner and financial supporter of CPSC.



CPSC – Education on EPR!



RFYF Campaign:  2017 Priority
Tough to Collect, Expensive to Recycle!

• 40 million used annually - 6m sold in CA every year 
• $1.50 – 3.50 per unit to recycle!



U-Haul Joins ReFuel Your Fun Campaign
www.refuelyourfun.org

(first two likes get a cylinder!)

126 California U-Haul 
locations offer refillables
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The campaign is being implemented through a partnership of local governments, NGOs and businesses in the following regions of California: The cities of Chula Vista, Sunnyvale, Palo Alto and Mountain View, and the counties of Mariposa, Sacramento, San Benito, Santa Cruz, Tehama and Tuolumne through funding in part by grants from CalRecycle.

U-Haul is developing their program for roll out in the first or second quarter of 2016.


http://www.refuelyourfun.org/


REI
• Offering refillables & refill kits online & at 

select stores 10/2016

REI Sacramento
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Talk about refill kit concerns but necessity to expand campaign



Pictured L to R:
Sam Newman, Flame King; Jordan Wells & Heidi Sanborn, CPSC; Kevin Scofield, U-Haul

Industrial Environmental Association’s 
2016 Environmental Excellence Award  

Award video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxQTV-YbU80

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxQTV-YbU80


Help Expand REFILLING!
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Campaign Goal: increase the number of participating retailers and increased use of refillable propane cylinders by the public
Target Audiences: retailers who currently sell disposable propane cylinders and/or provide propane exchange services, tailgaters, and outdoor cooking or camping enthusiasts

Use the tools that have been developed, work with CPSC to apply for grant funding to conduct retailer recruitment and consumer outreach in your jurisdiction

Campaign Materials: Website ReFuelYourFun.org, Facebook, Public Service Announcement in English and Spanish featuring Secretary of Natural Resources John Laird and the Boy and Girl Scouts, print ads, consumer post cards, factsheets, press releases, cylinder use audits, bin signage, banners, pledge, and more -- Campaign partners have received several awards and have been featured in numerous publications including Waste 360 and Waste Dive, as well as a Good Day Sacramento feature and interviews on Radio in the Central Coast Media Market   
�College campuses’ sustainability and athletics departments and outdoor education programs are key partners as retailers and partners in outreach including California State University Sacramento, Stanford University and University of California, Santa Cruz.

A target audience has been tailgating enthusiasts.  The Earthquakes who play at Avaya Stadium are interested in partnering with ReFuel Your Fun in their upcoming season beginning in March. However, since the Paris bombings there have been changes in safety protocols.  They are discussing not allowing tailgating at all or not allowing the use of propane gas cylinders.  We will provide and update as soon as possible.

What you can do:
Like the Facebook page and follow
Sign the online pledge
Share stories of use and pictures
Articles and links in your newsletters, websites etc….
Ask local stores that sell disposables to offer sell/refill/exchange 
Encourage public to ask retailers to participate
Promote stores selling/refilling/exchanging
Ask retailers/product manufacturers selling devices fueled by propane to promote refillables

 




Don’t Rush To Flush 
Voluntary Transitional to EPR Campaign

www.DontRushToFlush.org 
www.facebook.com/DontRushToFlush

www.twitter.com/DontRushToFlush



Walgreens Voluntary Take Back
• 2/9/16 – Walgreens announces plan to install 500 bins 

nationwide; mostly in 24 hr. stores
• “We are leading the way in retail pharmacy’s fight against 

prescription drug abuse,” - Richard Ashworth, Walgreens 
President of Pharmacy and Retail Operations

• 10/18/16 – 500 bins installed; over 10 tons meds collected 
since program began



We Fund Friends 
Who Help Our Campaigns!



County of Alameda 1st EPR 
Ordinance in US for Meds!

11/17/2015 – Adopts first EPR ordinance for sharps

Now have 20 bins in Alameda paid for by drug companies!



Contra Costa County

Pictured – Contra Costa 
Supervisor Mary N. Piepho 

with DRTF medicine bin in her 
office! (noncontrolled only)

• 12/20/16: Adopted 
EPR for meds 5-0 
vote!



State Legislation 2016

SIGNED INTO LAW
• SB 489: PV Modules Recycling
• SB 1229: (CPSC Sponsored) Pharmacist 

Take-Back Liability Protection
• AB 2153: Lead Acid Battery Stewardship

• AB 2039: Safe Sharps Disposal Act -
Pulled by the Author

OPPOSED BY CPSC
• AB 45: Local government preemption of 

ordinances - We killed it in Senate 
Environmental Quality Committee!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SB 489: Monning
SB 1229: Jackson & Stone
AB 2153: Garcia
AB 2039: Ting

AB 45: Mullin




CA State Auditor Study 

Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson Assemblymember Adam GrayAssemblymember Phil Ting

• Asked for the State Auditor to do a report on meds 
and sharps – approved 12-0,  5/25/16 

• Stakeholder negotiations started – outlining deal

Eli Lilly approached CPSC and said let’s try to get 
some facts we can all agree on and start a negotiation

“A state-based solution for both of these waste disposal-related problems would help alleviate the 
end-of-life problems associated with these products...”
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Or this quote? : “When paired with our state’s growing population, the environmental, health, and safety risks of inaction at the state level will grow with time.”




Arrow Awards 
2016 (applications for 2017 out soon!)

Gold: U-Haul International, Inc.
Green: FlameKing
Bow & Arrow: PaintCare
Infinity: Orchard Supply Hardware

http://calpsc.org/about-us/arrow-awards/2016-arrow-award-winners/
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Goal:  Build knowledge and capacity among California local governments, retailers, producers, and other stakeholders, 

to start the transition from government managed and financed product end-of-life (EOL) systems to producer managed and financed EOL systems for products banned from the trash. 


http://calpsc.org/about-us/arrow-awards/2016-arrow-award-winners/


www.nsaction.us

NSAC'S VISION
Be a catalyst to effect accountable, nationwide 
producer responsibility.

http://www.nsaction.us/


2017 Priorities

• Expansion of Refuel Your Fun!
• SB 212 (Jackson) and 
• AB 444 (Ting/Gray)

• Carpet Clean-Up: AB 1158 (Chu)
• Packaging: Increase source reduction, 

refilling, green design & producers help pay



Thank You For Your Support!

Heidi Sanborn
Executive Director 
heidi@calpsc.org
916-706-3420

www.CalPSC.org
Connect!
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To conclude, CPSC has been very busy and successful at educating all stakeholders about EPR to build the foundation for a paradigm shift.

The best outcome is a statewide EPR system. CPSC is working to harmonize EPR legislation with other states. We encourage you to get involved and let legislators know that you support our efforts to bring EPR to California.

Peter Senge, Senior Lecturer at MIT and author, challenges us to imagine a world where environmentally sound products and practices would be more cost-effective than wasteful ones – a world in which corporations like Nike, Costco, BP and others will form partnerships with environmental organizations….to ensure better stewardship of the earth. 

This is the world we want to help build and we’d like to work with you to build it.  So what products are next

Sharps, Fluorescent Lamps, Household Batteries, All electronics, Pesticides, Pharmaceuticals, Packaging

I’m happy to answer any questions!
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