Program for the 22nd Annual Recycling Update

March 21, 2017 at the Freight & Salvage Auditorium in Berkeley, California
8:00 a.m.

Registration Opens

8:30 a.m.

RU 22 Introduction: Laura McKaughan, NCRA President

Giri Veeramuthu, Director of Quality, American Licorice Company - “Retailers and Manufacturers Striving for
Sustainability Goals.” In a retail world the big box stores influence how manufacturing and processes get
fine-tuned not only to the zero waste initiatives but how sustainable culture occurs by partnering with vendors,
associates and the Corporate philosophy. Their actions have a potential to ensure better world, financially stable
and a responsible citizen. Their direction has led us to proactively believe in and investing our efforts towards
cleaner energy, zero waste certification, responsible sourcing and carbon emission controls. The practice is
extended to personal life by promoting car-pooling, initiatives of reducing waste at house to water conservation.
Jackie Nunez, The Last Plastic Straw - “Speaking Truth to Plastic -The Last Plastic Straw Movement - A tipping
point from Awareness to Action.” Over 500,000,000 plastic straws are used each day in the United States. In just
the last few decades, people have come to expect plastic straws in every drink, an example of extreme waste
generated for minimal convenience. These “tools” are quickly dropped into waste bins with little further thought,
instantly becoming a growing source of plastic pollution. The continued use of this unnecessary disposable plastic
additionally perpetuates our dependence on fossil fuels and exacerbates climate change, as nearly all plastic
straws are made from petroleum. True fossil fuel divestment requires eliminating our reliance on single use
plastics, like straws.
Jerry Powell, Founder and Executive Editor, Resource Recycling, Inc. - “Recycling Markets, Real and Alternative
Facts.”
Vanessa Pan, GO Box - "Filling in Emerging Needs Around Reuse." GO Box will present on being an ongoing
environmental ambassador in the field of reuse, providing a reusable take-out container service and a system for
managing the returns. This presentation will speak on bridging the gap between those who are active in
environmentalism and those who are not, along with new value adds GO Box brings to the table.
Komal Ahmad, CEO and Founder, Copia - “Solving the World’s Dumbest Problem: Food Waste.” We waste 3X as
much food in America as there are mouths to feed. Hunger isn't a scarcity problem; it's a logistics problem. And
for the first time in human history, we have the technology to effectively redistribute excess food to the people
who need it most. Copia makes this process smarter and faster than ever before -- enabling us to solve the
dumbest, most intractable and unnecessary problems of our time.
Susan Blachman - “Measuring and Recovering Wasted Edible Food in Alameda County.”
While the Bay Area is a foodie mecca, nearly 15% of the people in Alameda County don’t know where their next
meal is coming from. And wasted edible food is found in our green bins and landfills. Susan Blachman and Susan
Miller-Davis (two members of the NCRA Zero Wasted Food Team) determined that there is enough wasted
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edible food in Alameda County to significantly address local food insecurity as well as reduce GHG emissions, and
water and energy consumption.
Wendi Shafir, EPA Pacific Southwest Region - “How K-12 Schools can improve student nutrition, save money and
avoid wasting food.” EPA along with USDA and U of Arkansas has developed a K-12 Food Waste Audit Guide to
show how to conduct plate waste audits to pinpoint reasons for wasted food and identify strategies to get kids to
eat more and waste less.
Adam Lowy, Move For Hunger - "Donate Your Food When You Move." When people move, they throw away a
lot of stuff; unfortunately some of that stuff is perfectly good, non-perishable food that could be given to a family
in need rather than thrown away. For 7 years, Move For Hunger has been mobilizing moving companies across
the US to pick up these non-perishable food items during the move and deliver them to local food banks. This
year, their launching a new program to rescue the unopened, non-perishables from people moving out of
multifamily communities. Listen to Move For Hunger's Founder discuss plans to roll out this new program across
Northern California to reduce food waste and fight hunger.
10:40 a.m.

Break

Mark Murray, Executive Director for Californians Against Waste - “Update on the California Buyback Crisis.”
Melissa Romero, Policy Associate for Californians Against Waste - “Legislative Update & What to Expect.”
Melissa will discuss significant legislative action that occurred in the past year and how these new laws will
influence the future of waste reduction and recycling in California. Along with information on bills and other
policies that are currently in progress.
John Wick, Marin Carbon Project - “Creating Healthy Working Landscapes in California and Beyond.” John will
present his current work connecting the California Healthy Soils Initiative, local community Climate Action Plans,
organic waste recycling, and Carbon Farm Planning (based on the USDA COMET-Planner) to create healthy
working landscapes across the state and beyond.
Heidi Sanborn, Executive Director of the California Product Stewardship Council - “How Stewardship Efforts Are
Impacting Operations and Budgets.” This will be a quick overview of the voluntary and mandatory producer
responsibility efforts in California and how they are impacting local governments, haulers, retailers and
consumers. Learn about the big success stories, lessons learned, and what the current discussions are around
producers sharing responsibility for pharmaceuticals, packaging, marine flares, other products and what you can
do to help support producers taking responsibility to reduce product waste.
Maria Javier - "Planning for Trash: A Regional Look at Municipal Perceptions of Solid Waste Management in
Urban Planning." With growing solid waste management regulations, municipalities are faced with the challenge
of implementing comprehensive integrated waste management (IWM) strategies to effectively manage resources
and comply with solid waste regulations. Rather than seeing collaboration as a hurdle, solid waste professionals
can look to urban planning as a partner in helping the municipality achieve its IWM goals. For her Master's thesis,
Maria thoroughly examined several Bay Area cities for their current solid waste-planning practices through
document analyses and municipal staff interviews. Maria will present the results of her research as a
comprehensive list of strategies to effectively incorporate solid waste management into the permit approval
process for commercial development projects.
12:20 p.m.

Lunch

Rob Hilton - California Resource Recovery Association Conference Announcement
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Don Litchfield, Area Post Collections Manager, Republic Services - “Transitioning from Standard Windrow
Composting to Covered Aerated Static Pile – Lessons Learned.”
Amy Hammes, Recycling Specialist, City of Burbank - “The City of Burbank's Master Recycler Program.” The City
of Burbank's Master Recycler Program is a free citizen engagement and training program designed for residents
who want to learn more about Zero Waste and how to engage the community on upstream design, consumption
and recycling issues. Over the course of seven classes, students will have learned how to lead their own personal
projects on such issues as packaging, reuse and repair, organics and composting, business social responsibility,
hazardous materials and resource management.
Emily Coven, Recyclist - “A Silicon Valley Executive Walks Into the Solid Waste Industry…” How are we using
technology in the solid waste industry, and how can we do better? Emily has been studying this question for the
past two years, working with municipalities, haulers, and consultants to create cloud-based solutions to help
communities move toward zero waste. She will share what she sees as opportunities for the industry as a whole
to evolve through better, smarter use of data, technology, and digital communications. By the end of this 10
minutes, you’ll know what terms such as Organic Search (hint: it’s nothing to do with AB 1826), Responsive
Design, Vanity URL, CRM, and API mean, and why you should care about them.
Dave Lentz, Wastexperts - “Supplemental Services for Commercial and Multifamily Dwellings.” Dave Lentz
founded Wastexperts in 1992 as the state of California began implementing a mandatory recycling program, with
the understanding that commercial and multifamily properties faced difficulties in relation education and
compliance, mostly due to high turnover. Wastexperts, as well as other supplemental service providers like them,
offer services to help make compost collection palatable to sites with concerns about flies and smells, and can
help address issues of public dumping, contamination, and the “ick” factor. Their efforts to sort discards have
dramatically improved diversion in many of the sites they have worked with. Dave will illuminate the audience as
to how a “concierge” service like Wastexperts can aid municipalities and haulers meet their recycling and
composting goals while improving customer satisfaction.
Lise Gorgone, Administrative Services Manager, City of Albuquerque Solid Waste Management Department “Processes to Understand and Reduce Contamination in Curbside Recycling.” The City of Albuquerque is
currently working a two-phased approach: the old manual process of direct mail and new technology of
dispatching software with cameras and onboard computers to capture contamination real time at the service
location. Lise will share program successes, challenges and lessons learned.
Garth Schultz, Principal, R3 Consulting - “Recent Trends in Solid Waste Rate Setting.” Garth Schultz will discuss
new and innovative trends in solid waste procurements, rate structures, and high diversion/zero waste planning.
Via his presentation, attendees will learn about ways in which current solid waste procurements are addressing
continued progress towards high diversion, means of recovering revenues to pay for the costs of those services,
considerations for moving towards cost-of-service rates, and the results of recent efforts to calculate target areas
for future diversion.
3:00 p.m.

Break

Bob Hollis, The Mobius Network LLC, - “GreenEducation.US Offers National Certification.” GreenEducation.US
provides a means for professionals to connect with subject matter experts through a variety of training and
professional development opportunities. GreenEducation.US was recently accredited by the National Recycling
Coalition's' National Standards Board to provide the Certified Sustainable Resource Management Professional
training in California. This program provides 30-hours of web or classroom based training on Zero Waste and
Sustainable Resource Management. GreenEducation.US also provides a platform for industry experts to share
their knowledge through interactive webinars, online classes and recorded sessions.
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Tim Aagard, Tiny Tots Diaper Service - "The Three R's and Diapers." Since 1939, Tiny Tots has been providing
local families with a sustainable source for diapering their child. A cotton option has been provided since 1939.
Since 2009 a compost option has been available to customers. It is estimated that each baby uses 5,000 diapers
until they are potty trained, a quantity which adds up in the landfill. Tim will discuss the benefits of cotton and
compost both for the ecosystem and for the child.
Shana Levy McCracken - “Innovations in Fashion—Implications for Waste.” Fashion is one of the most wasteful
industries; however, many in the field are interested in sustainability and working to reduce their impact. Shana
will share the latest in sustainable fashion innovations and get us thinking about what they mean for waste.
Dan Kurzrock, Co-Founder, ReGrained - “Edible Upcycling: Circular Economy Applications for the Food System.”
40% of all edible food is wasted. This isn't just wasted resources and squandered nutrition, it is also a massive
business opportunity. Dan Kurzrock, co-founder of ReGrained, will be discussing a concept that he calls "edible
upcycling," which takes ideas from the circular economy and applies them to the food system.
Wade Laughter, Cannabis Activist - “The Importance of Compost in the Production of Commercial Medical
Cannabis.” Wade Laughter will be presenting on the importance of compost in the production of commercial
medical cannabis. Medical cannabis flourishes in soil that is rich and alive with compost. There is going to be a
huge need for compost that is suitable for use in medical cannabis cultivation. Find out how compost can become
a gift for cannabis cultivators, patients and the environment.
4:15 p.m.

Recycling Update 22 Closing by Tom Padia of StopWaste

4:30 p.m.

Green Drinks at Spat’s (1974 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley)

THANK YOU 2017 RECYCLING UPDATE SPONSORS!

GOLD: City of Fremont, City of Vallejo, StopWaste, SF Department of the Environment, City of Napa,
Mt. Diablo Resource Recovery, Napa Recycling & Waste Services
SILVER: City of Livermore, R3 Consulting Group, HF&H Consultants, Ecology Center, Gigantic Idea
Studio
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BRONZE: Marin Sanitary Service, City of Stockton, CRRC Northern District, Stanford Recycling Center,
CRRA, City of Palo Alto, City of Sunnyvale, SCS Engineers, Amador Valley Industries, Berkeley
Recycling
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