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October 26, 2018

Dear Unified School District Administrator,
In case you are not aware, the 22nd Annual “America Recycles Day” (ARD) will be on November 15, 2018.  ARD is the only nationally recognized day dedicated to encouraging Americans to recycle and to buy recycled content products.  Each year since inception in 1997, the ARD campaign has increased in awareness and has continued to evolve.  Since 1997, 2,581 events have been held nationwide. At least 75,770 Americans have taken the Pledge to increase their recycling habits at home and at work. For more, see www.AmericaRecyclesDay.org.  Please consider the following state of recycling in America, and whether any schools within your District might be persuaded to also partake of the ARD campaign.
There is no better opportunity to draw attention to the nation's woeful consumption and discards habits than  America Recycles Day.  According to the US Environmental Protection Agency, in 2015, Americans generated 262 million tons of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW), or 4.48 pounds per person per day.  Included were 68 million tons of recycled and 23 million tons of composted materials, for a total landfill diversion rate of 34.7%.   More than 137 million tons of MSW (52.5 percent) were landfilled. Food was the product category with the highest landfill rate at 76%.
For 2015, the manufacturing of products to include reclaimed materials had saved our nation 1.16 quadrillion BTUs of energy (enough for 11 million households per year), and avoided 178 million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (equivalent to removing 36 million passenger vehicles from our roads per year).  The reduction in greenhouse gases (GHG) are beneficial towards curbing global warming and climate change.  Additional benefits of recycling include the creation of jobs, pollution reduction, conservation of virgin materials and natural resources, and preservation of remaining landfill capacities. 

Annual improvements in waste diversion have been modest and remain far from Zero Waste ideals.  Keeping more and more valuable resources out of dwindling landfills, in part by raising citizens awareness and conscientiousness, remains an ongoing mission vital to our common welfare.  
The Northern California Recycling Association (NCRA) is a non-profit organization with about 270 members, mostly throughout the Bay Area, representing a broad spectrum of the recycling community.  NCRA promotes waste reduction, reuse, salvaging, recycling, and composting as vital tools for resource and energy conservation, and as cost-effective, environmentally sound methods of disposing of discarded materials.  We support America Recycles Day, and have taken the online Business Pledge, and encourage our members to take Individual Pledges likewise in solidarity.

In the time remaining, consider whether the students and educators within your Unified School District, should be encouraged to also take Pledges to help expand public awareness to underscore the importance of and benefits of recycling. Consider sharing the inspirational message “Environmental Education in Action” April 2016, by L. Karen Monroe, Superintendent of Schools, Alameda County Office of Education, 
https://us7.campaign-archive.com/?e=[UNIQID]&u=0eabc626ca80e9c172a0c0832&id=ea11b3f72e.

If schools within your District additionally would be receptive to organizing and/or hosting a local America Recycles Day event, here is information taken from https://americarecyclesday.org/toolkit/: 
“America Recycles Day, a program of Keep America Beautiful, is a nationally recognized day dedicated to promoting and celebrating recycling in the United States. Every year on or around November 15 (America Recycles Day) event organizers like you, educate neighbors, friends and colleagues through thousands of events. Keep America Beautiful created these guides, tools, templates and tips to make it easy to organize your local event. Included in these turnkey materials are customizable templates including posters, media materials, proclamations and activities you can use to promote recycling awareness, commitment and action in your community.”

In addition to the ARD Promotional items downloadable from their Toolkit at AmericaRecyclesDay.org, also attached are several pieces that you might like to customize or use as is.
For 18 consecutive years, from 1999 to 2016, each sitting U.S. President, W. Clinton, G. W. Bush and B. Obama, has issued a descriptive Proclamation “America Recycles Day”, on or about November 15.  See them all at http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/proclamations.php.   Unfortunately, the succession of annual US Presidential ARD Proclamations has ended, with President Donald Trump electing to not issue such a proclamation during 2017, and unlikely for this year.  Consider using the attached 2016 Proclamation by President Obama, for an added measure of National endorsement. 
Whether or not your schools or organization will support or participate in an ARD event this year, thanks for your ongoing efforts to help transform the public from the garbage as usual paradigm, more towards a Zero Waste mentality.  

Thank you for your consideration.  Please share with others whom you expect may have an interest.

Sincerely,


K. D. Brooms 
John Moore
K. Douglas Brooms

John Moore

NCRA Board of Directors, Co-Chairs Zero Waste Advocacy Committee

Laura McKaughan
Laura McKaughan, President
NCRA Board of Directors

PO Box 5581, Berkeley, CA  94705

Phone 510-217-2433
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