SAMPLE LETTER

Assembly Member Gonzales Fletcher, Chair Appropriations Committee
State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 94249-0080
Tel: (916) 319-2080
Fax: (916) 319-2180 

Re:  SB 720 (Allen) Environmental Literacy Education—Support  
Dear Assembly Member Gonzales Fletcher,
NCRA supports SB 720 by Senator Ben Allen, which would strengthen California’s commitment to ensuring that all public school students have the opportunity to become environmentally literate.
The Northern California Recycling Association (NCRA) is a non-profit organization founded in 1978, primarily to promote environmentally sound discards management practices, including waste reduction, reuse, recycling, and composting.  Our 270 members include recycling businesses, employees, entrepreneurs, and individuals supportive of various Bay Area and State Zero Waste initiatives. 

We believe that the California legislature has a responsibility to prepare our young people for the profound environmental challenges their communities are currently facing, and will continue to face. California has long been a leader in the commitment to a healthy environment and to providing environmental education to public school students. Thanks to passage of Senator Fran Pavley’s AB 1548 in 2003, the only environmental education law of its kind in the United States, the California State Board of Education approved a set of Environmental Principles and Concepts (EP&Cs) with the goal of fostering a comprehensive knowledge about the environment “environmental literacy” among its student population (Public Resources Code, Section 71301). At the end of 2016, the State Board of Education approved two new frameworks directing publishers to incorporate environmental literacy into instructional materials, guiding the teaching of science and history, social science for many years to come.

California’s “A Blueprint for Environmental Literacy” states “there are wide disparities between those with and without access to environmental and environment-based learning experiences.” California must overcome these disparities to ensure positive educational outcomes and career readiness for all of its students. The vast majority of students across the state have unequal access to educational opportunities that engage their natural curiosity, encourage scientific thinking, and teach them valuable critical-thinking skills. Now is the time for scaled environmental literacy for all students, that leverages private and state investment, and that supports Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) and career technical education as well as the state’s Climate Action goals. Without this support, our young Californians will be hard-pressed to think about, let alone solve, current environmental challenges. 

SB 720 includes changes to Education and Resources code that will: 

· Deepen state education and resource agencies' commitment to California’s adopted Environmental Principles and Concepts (EP&Cs);

· Give clear direction to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction to facilitate delivering environmental literacy to students, and encourage local school boards to be more active around environmental literacy; and

· Encourage CalRecycle’s Office of Education and the Environment to provide technical assistance on using the EP&Cs to education and resource agencies whenever young people are being educated about the environment.
California’s students can develop a comprehensive understanding of their environment, bring critical-thinking and problem-solving skills about environmental challenges into the workplace, and have the opportunity to pursue productive careers in science, and the burgeoning green jobs workforce. But to achieve these outcomes, both the legislature and the Governor must take decisive action to increase and enhance the environmental literacy of all California students by supporting the commitment and coordination around environmental literacy called for in the language of this bill. 

Among these reasons, NCRA supports SB 720 and we urge your aye vote in the Assembly Appropriations Committee.
Sincerely,
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