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September    2016
Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr.

Governor of the State of California 

State Capitol, Suite 1173 

Sacramento CA, 95814
Via fax to 916- 558-3160
Re: SB 1383 (Lara) Climate Pollutants – SUPPORT 
Dear Governor Brown,

The Northern California Recycling Association (NCRA) is a non-profit organization founded in 1978, primarily to promote environmentally sound discards management practices, including waste reduction, reuse, recycling, and composting.  Our 200 members include recycling businesses, employees, entrepreneurs, and individuals supportive of various Bay Area and State Zero Waste initiatives. 

On behalf of our membership and friends, we urge you to sign SB 1383 into law.

Senate Bill 1383 will reduce methane emissions from landfills by diverting organic matter to be better utilized as soil amendments. SB 1383 creates the target of a 75% reduction in the disposal of organic matter from 2014 levels, by 2025. The Bill includes a goal to recover 20% of edible food, that is currently disposed of, to be better utilized to feed the more than 6 million food insecure Californians, or for feeding animals.

Organic materials make up two-thirds of the state’s waste stream, and which during decomposition in landfills, generate methane, a Short-lived Climate Pollutant, or Super Pollutant, that is many times more potent than carbon dioxide as a greenhouse gas. Even modern landfill gas capture systems can only capture half to three quarters of landfill emissions while they are in operation. Before capture systems are installed and decades after they are removed, landfills continue to release methane. 

The best way to minimize methane emissions from landfills is to divert the methane-generating organic matter to other end uses. When managed outside of the landfill, these same materials can be composted and/or digested, which not only prevents the generation of landfill methane but also creates products that reduce greenhouse gas emissions when they are used. This Bill aims to expand the state’s composting infrastructure, which according to a recent analysis by CalRecycle, can create 14,000 more California jobs by 2020, than would provided by landfilling the same material. 

Short-lived Climate Pollutants,, are toxic air contaminants that pose significant environmental health risks, including premature death. The reductions in methane emissions from this Bill will provide substantial improvements to air quality, public health, as well as mitigation of climate change.

For these reasons, NCRA respectfully request that you sign SB 1383 into law. Thank you for your 
consideration.

Regards,
Laura McKaughan
Laura McKaughan, President

NCRA Board of Directors

CC: Senator Ricardo Lara, Fax 916-651-4933

PO Box 5581, Berkeley, CA  94705

Fax/phone 510-217-2433

president@ncrarecycles.org  
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