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September    2016
Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr.

Governor of the State of California 

State Capitol, Suite 1173 

Sacramento CA, 95814
Via fax to 916- 558-3160
Re: AB 2530 (Gordon) Recycled Content Labeling on Beverage Containers – SUPPORT 
Dear Governor Brown,

The Northern California Recycling Association (NCRA) is a non-profit organization founded in 1978, primarily to promote environmentally sound discards management practices, including waste reduction, reuse, recycling, and composting.  Our 200 members include recycling businesses, employees, entrepreneurs, and individuals supportive of various Bay Area and State Zero Waste initiatives. 

On behalf of our membership and friends, we urge you to sign AB 2530 into law.

AB 2530 will promote the manufacturing of products with recycled content. Beginning January 1, 2018, manufacturers would need to clearly indicate the average percentage of postconsumer recycled content in a plastic beverage container, sold in California. A manufacturer may opt to label the average amount of postconsumer recycled content in all beverage containers sold by them, and/or in a specified type of beverage container. A manufacturer must demonstrate compliance with the Bill's requirements to CalRecycle annually, including disclosure of how much recycled content they use in their products. CalRecycle would make this information available on their website. An important safeguard is that manufacturers need to receive a "non-objection" letter from the FDA for assuring that the recycled material is of suitable purity and will meet all existing specifications for the virgin material. 

In California, the majority of plastic beverage containers are returned for recycling. Given the public's support, consumers should be able to easily determine whether beverage containers they habitually have recycled are going back into new beverage containers, and perhaps which brands they may prefer to buy.

Importantly, given the current price reductions for oil and for virgin plastic, in competition with recycled plastic, AB 2530 would reward and add value for those beverage producers that have made or choose to make an investment/commitment to use recycled content.
AB 2530 will allow the collection of information that may be useful towards the establishment of minimum recycled content. Previous efforts to establish recycled content mandate on plastic food and drink containers have been hindered by the opposition’s conjecture of insufficient reclamation capacity available in California to meet a recycled content mandate. The data required by AB 2530 will help CalRecycle and policy makers to better assess how market demand for California RPET manufacturing compares with current collection and recycling levels, in order to better inform future policy. This is the similar policy that is required of glass beverage container manufacturers since 1991.

It is essential that we create and maintain a robust in-state recycling industry as it not only reduces the petroleum oil use and greenhouse gas emissions, but also helps boost local material markets and recycling program, and create jobs. The use of recycled content materials in place of virgin materials would provide additional environmental benefits in augmenting the closed loop recycling system, in landfill diversion towards meeting the states 75% recycling goal, and result in significant greenhouse gas emission reductions.

For these reasons, NCRA respectfully request that you sign AB 2530 into law. Thank you for your 
consideration.

Regards,
Laura McKaughan
Laura McKaughan, President

NCRA Board of Directors

PO Box 5581, Berkeley, CA  94705

Fax/phone 510-217-2433

president@ncrarecycles.org  
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